
 

 
Unit Introduction and pre-unit preparation 
Level: Year 6 Australia as a Nation 
Topic: Journeys to Australia - Immigration 
 
This unit presents a learning sequence for Year 6 students to develop their historical inquiry skills by investigating 
the key immigration policies and programs Australia has implemented, identifying a range of reasons for migration.  
 
The learning sequence is a chronological sequence of Australian migration highlighting key events from post 
Federation to present day.  
 
Individually and as a group, students will inquire and produce narratives of contributions to the development of 
Australian society by individuals and/or groups who migrated based on evidence from their exploration and 
examination of historical sources. Throughout the learning sequence students will have opportunities to contribute 
to discussions and use critical and creative thinking strategies to explore ideas, pose questions, reflect upon new 
understandings and consider the bigger picture.   
The varied stories of migration to Australia over the twentieth century provide students with the opportunity to 
examine historical perspectives and cultural influences from their own sense of place, their own state or territory. 
 
The following learning sequence is a detailed series of activities, as outlined in the following resources:  
1) Teaching program, 'Journeys to Australia' (Resource 1) is designed to be downloaded and printed in A3 format. You may wish to highlight this Teaching Program to 

indicate which particular aspects of Year 6 Australian Curriculum: History are covered in this unit, as this program format was designed to teach any topic within the 
Year 6 Australian Curriculum: History, as all the key elements for this year level are included. 

2) MI/B Grid Student tasks (Resource 2)  
3) MI/B Grid Teacher planner (Resource 3) 
Student tasks within the Multiple Intelligences/Blooms grid include further suggestions of tasks that could be linked in with the key concepts with the Multiple 
Intelligences/Blooms grid teacher planner identifying the activity links. Note that while the 'pedagogical approach' and 'teaching and learning sequence' indicate the focus 
of this unit, the program includes all key elements for this year level and can be used to develop programs for other topics. 
 
Assessment: The presentations (including timelines, digital stories, family trees, museum exhibits and graphic organizers) will culminate in a ‘Journeys to Australia’ day 
of explanation and communication in the classroom demonstrating an understanding of cause and effect, perspectives and significance to their audience.  
To encourage historical empathy and critical thinking for past, present and future decision-making, including the ‘what if?’ questions when analysing evidence from the 
past, a range of relevant national, state and territory sources and site visits are suggested throughout this unit. 
Summary of the lesson sequence: 
It is expected that teachers will select and modify these suggestions to meet the needs of their learners, available time and resources. Most of the activities are 
summarized within the MI/B Grid. Students will record all research and activities in a ‘My Journey to Australia’ journal /scrapbook which the individual student will 
organize to reflect their own learning style and their chosen activities. 
 

  

 
In 1954 the 50,000th Dutch migrant arrived in 
Australia. 
Commonwealth of Australia – official photograph – 
National Archives of Australia – Image Barcode: 
7529335 
 

History in the Making AISWA/HTAV resource project.
Please refer to AISWA Disclaimer and Copyright statement.

	
  

Assessment	
  Matrix	
  –	
  Year	
  One	
  –	
  An	
  Exploration	
  of	
  Time	
  –	
  Developing	
  Personal	
  Time	
  Lines	
  	
  

Year One – Personal Time Line Project 
Assessment Matrix 

 
Name ___________________________ 
 

 Excellent 
Achievement  

High Achievement  Satisfactory 
Achievement  

Limited Achievement  Low achievement  

Chronology and 
Change over time  

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequence	
  events	
  
in	
  order	
  and	
  used	
  specific	
  
details	
  to	
  effectively	
  retell	
  a	
  
personal	
  story	
  about	
  the	
  
past	
  and	
  the	
  present.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequence	
  events	
  
in	
  order	
  to	
  retell	
  a	
  personal	
  
story	
  about	
  the	
  past	
  and	
  the	
  
present.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequence	
  and	
  
describe	
  events	
  in	
  order	
  
from	
  the	
  past	
  and	
  the	
  
present.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequence	
  and	
  
briefly	
  describes	
  events	
  in	
  
the	
  present	
  only.	
   

 

With	
  assistance	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  
sequence	
  and	
  list	
  events	
  in	
  
the	
  present	
  only.	
   

 
Was	
  able	
  to	
  accurately	
  
sequence	
  specific	
  events	
  
over	
  time	
  using	
  detailed	
  
illustrations.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequence	
  
specific	
  events	
  over	
  time	
  
using	
  detailed	
  illustrations. 

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequence	
  
specific	
  events	
  over	
  time	
  
using	
  illustrations.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequences	
  some	
  
events	
  over	
  time	
  using	
  
illustrations.	
   

With	
  assistance	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  
sequence	
  some	
  events	
  over	
  
time	
  using	
  simple	
  
illustrations. 

Historical 
Terminology and use 
of sources 

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  relevant	
  and	
  
accurate	
  terms	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  
passing	
  of	
  time.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  relevant	
  
everyday	
  terms	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  
passing	
  of	
  time.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  everyday	
  
terms	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  passing	
  of	
  
time.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  simple	
  
everyday	
  terms	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  
passing	
  of	
  time.	
   

Attempted	
  to	
  show	
  past	
  or	
  
present	
  tense,	
  using	
  simple	
  
everyday	
  terms.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  and	
  examine	
  
and	
  uses	
  visual	
  sources	
  to	
  
develop	
  an	
  accurate	
  story	
  
about	
  the	
  past	
  and/or	
  the	
  
present.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  identify	
  and	
  use	
  
visual	
  sources	
  to	
  develop	
  an	
  
accurate	
  story	
  about	
  the	
  past	
  
and/or	
  the	
  present.	
   

	
  

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  visual	
  
sources	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  story	
  
about	
  the	
  past	
  and/or	
  the	
  
present.	
   

	
  

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  a	
  visual	
  
source	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  simple	
  
story	
  about	
  the	
  past	
  and/or	
  
the	
  present.	
   

	
  

	
  

Significance and 
evidence  

Was	
  able	
  to	
  recognise	
  and	
  
explain	
  significant	
  personal	
  
events	
  from	
  the	
  past	
  and	
  the	
  
present	
  and	
  gives	
  an	
  
accurate	
  comparison	
  of	
  their	
  
features.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  identify	
  and	
  
explain	
  significant	
  personal	
  
events	
  from	
  the	
  past	
  and	
  the	
  
present	
  and	
  compares	
  their	
  
features.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  describe	
  
significant	
  personal	
  events	
  
from	
  the	
  past,	
  and	
  compares	
  
with	
  those	
  of	
  the	
  present.	
   

	
  

Was	
  able	
  to	
  identify	
  a	
  
personal	
  event	
  from	
  the	
  
past,	
  and	
  relate	
  it	
  with	
  those	
  
of	
  the	
  present.	
   

	
  

	
  

 
Based on – Judging Standards in Year One History k10outline scsa.wa 

	
  

	
  

Assessment	
  Matrix	
  –	
  Year	
  One	
  –	
  An	
  Exploration	
  of	
  Time	
  –	
  Developing	
  Personal	
  Time	
  Lines	
  	
  

Year One – Personal Time Line Project 
Assessment Matrix 

 
Name ___________________________ 
 

 Excellent 
Achievement  

High Achievement  Satisfactory 
Achievement  

Limited Achievement  Low achievement  

Chronology and 
Change over time  

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequence	
  events	
  
in	
  order	
  and	
  used	
  specific	
  
details	
  to	
  effectively	
  retell	
  a	
  
personal	
  story	
  about	
  the	
  
past	
  and	
  the	
  present.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequence	
  events	
  
in	
  order	
  to	
  retell	
  a	
  personal	
  
story	
  about	
  the	
  past	
  and	
  the	
  
present.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequence	
  and	
  
describe	
  events	
  in	
  order	
  
from	
  the	
  past	
  and	
  the	
  
present.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequence	
  and	
  
briefly	
  describes	
  events	
  in	
  
the	
  present	
  only.	
   

 

With	
  assistance	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  
sequence	
  and	
  list	
  events	
  in	
  
the	
  present	
  only.	
   

 
Was	
  able	
  to	
  accurately	
  
sequence	
  specific	
  events	
  
over	
  time	
  using	
  detailed	
  
illustrations.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequence	
  
specific	
  events	
  over	
  time	
  
using	
  detailed	
  illustrations. 

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequence	
  
specific	
  events	
  over	
  time	
  
using	
  illustrations.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  sequences	
  some	
  
events	
  over	
  time	
  using	
  
illustrations.	
   

With	
  assistance	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  
sequence	
  some	
  events	
  over	
  
time	
  using	
  simple	
  
illustrations. 

Historical 
Terminology and use 
of sources 

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  relevant	
  and	
  
accurate	
  terms	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  
passing	
  of	
  time.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  relevant	
  
everyday	
  terms	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  
passing	
  of	
  time.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  everyday	
  
terms	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  passing	
  of	
  
time.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  simple	
  
everyday	
  terms	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  
passing	
  of	
  time.	
   

Attempted	
  to	
  show	
  past	
  or	
  
present	
  tense,	
  using	
  simple	
  
everyday	
  terms.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  and	
  examine	
  
and	
  uses	
  visual	
  sources	
  to	
  
develop	
  an	
  accurate	
  story	
  
about	
  the	
  past	
  and/or	
  the	
  
present.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  identify	
  and	
  use	
  
visual	
  sources	
  to	
  develop	
  an	
  
accurate	
  story	
  about	
  the	
  past	
  
and/or	
  the	
  present.	
   

	
  

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  visual	
  
sources	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  story	
  
about	
  the	
  past	
  and/or	
  the	
  
present.	
   

	
  

Was	
  able	
  to	
  use	
  a	
  visual	
  
source	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  simple	
  
story	
  about	
  the	
  past	
  and/or	
  
the	
  present.	
   

	
  

	
  

Significance and 
evidence  

Was	
  able	
  to	
  recognise	
  and	
  
explain	
  significant	
  personal	
  
events	
  from	
  the	
  past	
  and	
  the	
  
present	
  and	
  gives	
  an	
  
accurate	
  comparison	
  of	
  their	
  
features.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  identify	
  and	
  
explain	
  significant	
  personal	
  
events	
  from	
  the	
  past	
  and	
  the	
  
present	
  and	
  compares	
  their	
  
features.	
   

Was	
  able	
  to	
  describe	
  
significant	
  personal	
  events	
  
from	
  the	
  past,	
  and	
  compares	
  
with	
  those	
  of	
  the	
  present.	
   

	
  

Was	
  able	
  to	
  identify	
  a	
  
personal	
  event	
  from	
  the	
  
past,	
  and	
  relate	
  it	
  with	
  those	
  
of	
  the	
  present.	
   

	
  

	
  

 
Based on – Judging Standards in Year One History k10outline scsa.wa 

	
  


