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In 1954 the 50,000th Dutch migrant arrived in Australia.
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   IMMIGRATION: Who were the people who came to Australia? Why did they come?           Year 6             Student task sheet   
Multiple 

 Intelligences 
Bloom’s Taxonomy: Six Thinking Levels 

Knowing Understanding Applying Analysing Creating Evaluating 
Linguistic 

I enjoy reading, writing & 
speaking 

Make a T-Chart of 
‘Before & After –

Immigration Policies’ 
choosing a specific 

policy. 
List some key words 

and phrases. 

Describe what it was like 
to be an English or Asian 

immigrant in Australia 
after World War II. 

Match your list of key words 
and phrases to a significant 
policy, scheme, event and 

date.                  ### 
 

Create a PMI chart on the 
pros and cons of 

immigrating to a new 
country.   

 

Write three sequential diary 
entries from an immigrant’s 
perspective when arriving in 
Australia by ship within the 

time period 1900-1950.  
### 

Review different Australian 
immigration policies throughout 

time. Present your information as 
a written report, digital story or 

poster. 
### 

Mathematical 
I enjoy working with 
numbers & science 

List Population data 
before and after the Ten 

Pound Pom Scheme. 

Prepare a flow chart to 
illustrate significant 
events that led to 

immigration policies.        
### 

 

Locate the origin of your 
family members on a map 

of the world.  

Collect and analyse data on 
which continent or country 
each class member, their 
parents and grandparents 

were born. 

Create a graph to display 
the data collected on birth 
locations of the class and 

their family. 
Extension: create your own 
infographic using this data. 

Design a list of criteria to sort your 
Immigration sources. Discuss and 
rank as relevant, reliable or rich 

sources of evidence. 
### 

Visual / Spatial 
I enjoy painting, drawing 
& visualising 

Make an illustrated 
timeline of Australian 
immigration policies 

from the late 1800s to 
present            ### 

Use photos to complete a 
Y-chart of immigrant’s 

emotions arriving in a new 
country. 

EXCURSION 
Museum 

View and compare 
immigrant’s items, maps, 

journals and stories of 
immigration. 

View photos of immigrants 
arriving in Australia. 

Complete a photo analysis 
sheet to identify themes and 
emotions within the photos.  

Create your own family tree 
going back four 

generations. Include where 
each of your relatives were 
born to identify their origin. 

 

Construct a 6 Thinking Hats mind 
map and record your ideas, 

thoughts and questions during the 
unit. Consider how policies 

changed over time and where we 
are at now as a nation. ### 

Kinaesthetic 
I enjoy doing hands-on 
activities 

Complete the Dictation 
test online. 

(Ten Pound Pom 
website) 

Make a model or 
background image for 

your immigration board 
game. 

Using the models present a 
group performance of a 
significant immigration 

policy.  

Write a program for the 
class ‘Journey to Australia’ 

activities. Invite a range 
people you know who have 

immigrated to Australia.  

‘Journey to Australia’ 
Dress up as a person who 
has immigrated to Australia 
and using props, tell your 
story of immigration. ### 

Play some of the board games 
and rate them. Set criteria to 

explain your rating. 

Musical 
I enjoy making & listening 
to music 

 Discover songs and 
poems with an 

immigration theme to 
perform at our class 

Journey to Australia day.    

Using bush instruments 
accompany your song. 
Perform for the class. 

 Research and make simple 
bush instruments using 

recycled materials. 

Make a digital sound recording of 
a radio show or a silent movie to 

re-enact an immigrant’s journey to 
Australia and their first 

impression.  
Interpersonal 

I enjoy working with 
others 

Make lists of ‘fast facts’ 
on significant 

immigration policies to 
use for a ‘What policy 

am I?’ game 
                    ### 

Using a range of primary 
sources discuss the 

issues and events that led 
to immigration policies 

being implemented. 
### 

Combine your knowledge of 
the significant policies and 

immigrant’s stories to 
design and create a board 
game of their journeys to 

Australia. ### 

Conduct an historical 
inquiry and interview a 

person who has immigrated 
to Australia in the past. 

### 

Create ‘Their Story’, writing 
the information you 

collected from the interview 
into a story of their journey 

to Australia.       ### 

SWOT analysis of class’ 
knowledge of Why and How 

Australia implemented 
immigration policies at specific 

time periods. 
### 

Intrapersonal 
I enjoy working by myself 

Using online resources 
find newspaper 
headlines and 

advertising about the 
‘White Australia Policy’ 

Write a letter to the local 
paper in your state in 

favour of the Ten Pound 
Pom immigration scheme.         

### 

What were the advantages / 
disadvantages of being a 

child migrant? 
 

### 

Mind map all the things you 
have learned about how 

and why Australia 
implemented each 

immigration policy ### 

Create a suitcase from a 
shoebox. Bring in items and 
create written responses to 

explain why they are 
significant to you. ### 

Find sources to show the effects 
immigration had on a person who 
immigrated to Australia - make an 

annotated timeline poster or 
digital slideshow. 

  Class activity Group activity Individual free-choice and/or extension task ### Suggested Assessment task ENGLISH TASKS 
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   IMMIGRATION: Who were the people who came to Australia? Why did they come?     Year 6          Activity planner   
Multiple 

 Intelligences 
Bloom’s Taxonomy: Six Thinking Levels 

Knowing Understanding Applying Analysing Creating Evaluating 
Linguistic 

I enjoy reading, writing & 
speaking 

 
Activity 4, 5 

 
Activity 5 

 
Activity 4, 5  

### 

 
Activity 2 - 10 

ENGLISH 
Critical Thinking 

Persuasive Writing and 
Speaking ### A1 

 
Activity 4, 5 

### 

Mathematical 
I enjoy working with 
numbers & science 

 
Activity 4  

 

 
Activity 4, 5 

### 

 
Activity 8 

 
Activity 1 

 
Activity 1 

 

 
Activity 4 - 6 

### 
Visual / Spatial 

I enjoy painting, drawing 
& visualising 

 
Activity 3 - 6  

### 

 
Activity 1 

 
Activity 6 

 
Activity 1 

 
Activity 8  

 
Activity 2 - 9  

### 
Kinaesthetic 

I enjoy doing hands-on 
activities 

 
Activity 4 

 
Activity 4, 5 

 
Activity 4, 5 

 
Activity 11 

 
Activity 4 

### 

 
Activity 4, 5 

Musical 
I enjoy making & listening 
to music 

 
 

 
Activity 11 

 

 
Activity 11 

 
 

 
Activity 11 

 
Activity 6 

Interpersonal 
I enjoy working with 
others 

 
Activity 4, 5  

### 

 
Activity 4, 5 

### 

 
Activity 4, 5 

### 

 
Activity 6 

### 

ENGLISH 
 Critical Thinking 

Writing and Speaking 
###  A6 

 
Activity 4, 5 

### 

Intrapersonal 
I enjoy working by myself 

ENGLISH 
Reading and  

Critical Thinking 
Activity 5 

ENGLISH 
 Persuasive Writing  

### 
Activity 4 

 
Activity 5 

### 

 
Activity 4, 5 

### 

ENGLISH 
 Critical Thinking 

Writing and Speaking 
### A7 

 
Activity 6 

       
  
  
  

Class activity Group activity Individual free-choice and/or extension task ### Suggested Assessment task 

Activity 1. First impressions 
Activity 2  Why do people immigrate to Australia? 
Activity 3  Immigration policies – how did the policies, 
acts and schemes change our nation? 
Activity 4. 3  Immigration policies – how did the 
policies, acts and schemes change our nation? Part 2 
Activity 5. What was life like after World War II? 
 

Activity 6. Why do people immigrate to Australia? Their Story. 
Activity 7. What’s in my suitcase? My Suitcase, My Story. 
Activity 8. When did my family immigrate to Australia? 
Activity 9. The Arrival 
Activity 10. Authentic Learning Task 
Activity 11. ‘Journey to Australia’ day 
 
 

ENGLISH TASKS 

Teaching and 
Learning 
sequence 



Resource 4
Photos: A

rriving in A
ustralia 

 

 
D

escription 
This is a photograph taken in 1968 of a m

an and a wom
an in discussion with two m

en, presum
ably custom

s officers, 
in Sydney. There is a large pile of luggage, including steam

er trunks, labelled L T Adam
s. A young boy waits 

apparently patiently but uninterested while his parents attend to official m
atters. O

ther people can be seen in the 
background. 
A

cknow
ledgem

ents 
C

opyright 
From

 the collection of the National Archives of Australia 
C

reator 
Unidentified 

Identifiers 
National Archives of Australia num

ber A1200, L69299  
TLF resource R2194 

Source 
National Archives of Australia, http://www.naa.gov.au/ 

beginning of copyright footer, containing logos, conditions of use and rights statem
ent 

     
History in the M

aking AISW
A/HTAV resource project.

Please refer to AISW
A Disclaim

er and Copyright statem
ent.



Resource 4 continued

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description 
This is a 10.8 cm x 8.3 cm black-and-white photograph of immigrants from the United Kingdom disembarking, 
probably from the 'Empire Brent', in Australia in May 1948. Men, women and children watch their footing as they walk 
down the gangway, some carrying cases and other belongings. 
Acknowledgements 
Copyright Reproduced courtesy of the Government Printing Office, State Library of New South Wales 
Creator Unidentified 
Identifiers TLF resource R4944  

State Library of New South Wales frame order number GPO 1 - 44813 
Source State Library of New South Wales, http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/ 
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Resource 4 continued
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immigrants aboard the ‘Empire Brent’, 1948 
 
This is a 10.8 cm x 8.3 cm black-and-white photograph of immigrants arriving in Australia from the United Kingdom in 
May 1948 probably onboard the 'Empire Brent'. Smiling men, women and children crowd the railing of the shipʼs 
covered passageway. Three of the children sit on the railing, one with a paper streamer hanging from her hand. 
Acknowledgements 
Copyright Reproduced courtesy of the Government Printing Office, State Library of New South Wales 
Creator Unidentified 
Identifiers TLF resource R4943  

State Library of New South Wales frame order number GPO 1 - 44806 
Source State Library of New South Wales, http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/ 
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Resource 7
Y-chart 

 
It’s 1941 and you have just arrived into the port of your new home. You and your family are emigrating from Britain to a new country, Australia, a 

place you know very little about. The ship pulls up into the dock where there is a sea of people waiting.  
 

Use the Y-chart to record what you see, hear and feel (positive and negative) as you arrive in your new country. 
 

SEE 

HEAR 

FEEL 

-VE 

-VE 

-VE 

+V
E 

+V
E 

+V
E 

History in the Making AISWA/HTAV resource project.
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Resource 8
Journey to Australia…

 

Im
m

igration is a vital feature of Australia’s history and national identity. Since 1788, m
illions have m

ade the long 
journey across the oceans to Australia seeking fortune, opportunity and freedom

. M
any cam

e seeking a new
 hom

e. 
Som

e fled from
 the ravages of w

ar, hunger, religious persecution or political repression. Others have been lured by a 
sense of adventure or by the prospect of a new

 beginning, ow
ning land, m

aking a fortune, or being reunited w
ith loved 

ones. They cam
e by clipper, steam

er and liner until the aeroplane becam
e established as the m

ain m
eans of long 

distance travel in the 1970s.  

These journeys w
ere accom

panied by feelings of sadness, excitem
ent, fear and hope. They felt fear w

hen em
barking on 

a dangerous journey or the excitem
ent of setting out to seek a new

 and prosperous life, and the sadness of leaving 
fam

ily or friends. They ended at a num
ber of ports around Australia, in particular Frem

antle, Adelaide, M
elbourne and 

Sydney. 

Landing at an Australian port has also been m
arked by a variety of em

otions. For those w
ho m

igrated by clipper in the 
1800s, arrival often m

eant relief that a long journey had ended safely. Those m
igrating from

 continental Europe after 
W

orld W
ar II w

ere often m
ore concerned w

ith how
 their new

 life w
ould differ from

 the one they had left behind. 

Task: You are im
m

igrating to Australia. W
rite a brief synopsis about you, a diary entry about a day on the journey over 

to Australia and another diary entry that explains your first im
pressions upon arriving in Australia. 

Think about: 
 S

ynopsis of Y
ou: 

- 
W

ho you are. 
 

 
 

- 
How

 old you are?  
- 

W
hat country you are from

? 
- 

W
ho is com

ing w
ith you? 

- 
Are there any of your fam

ily in Australia for w
hen you arrive? 

- 
W

ho are you leaving behind? How
 do you feel about leaving them

 behind? 
- 

How
 do you feel about leaving your old country behind? 

- 
W

hat else are you leaving in your old country? 
- 

W
hy are you com

ing to Australia? 
- 

W
hat w

as so bad in your country to m
ake you im

m
igrate?  

 D
iary entry – Journey 

- 
How

 long is the journey taking?  
- 

W
hat has the w

eather been like? 
- 

W
hat has the ocean been like? 

- 
How

 have you felt physically? 
- 

How
 have you felt em

otionally? 
- 

How
 your fam

ily have or w
hom

 you are travelling w
ith been feeling? 

- 
W

hat are you thinking? 
- 

W
hat are your sleeping arrangem

ents like? Describe w
hat it looks like, w

hat you are experiencing, how
 you are 

feeling because of this. 
- 

Describe the ship. 
- 

Describe w
hat you see each day (as a repetitive day to day notion). 

- 
W

hat food are you eating? How
 do you feel about this food? W

hat does it look like? 
- 

W
ho else is on the ship? How

 m
any people? W

here are they from
? Do you talk to any other people on there? 

- 
W

hat do you do on the ship? Have there been any exciting events? 
- 

Are there any bad illnesses going around on-board? W
hat has been the outcom

e of som
e of these illnesses?  

- 
How

 are you feeling about your im
pending arrival in Australia?  

- 
W

hat are you planning on doing w
hen you first arrive there? 

 D
iary entry – First Im

pressions 
- 

How
 are you feeling about arriving in Australia? 

History in the M
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Plus, Minus, Interesting Ideas Chart  
 

Plus Minus Interesting 
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Immigration to Australia 

1900 - present 

Main ideas 
 

Pose questions for each of these main ideas 

Events and Dates Immigration 
Policies, Acts, Schemes 

Migrant’s reasons for 
immigrating 

 
Migrant experiences  

in Australia 

Places and modes  
of travel 

People and groups 

History in the Making AISWA/HTAV resource project.
Please refer to AISWA Disclaimer and Copyright statement.



Resource 11
 

 
Immigration to Australia 

1900 - present 

Main ideas 
 

Pose questions for each of these main ideas 

Events and Dates Immigration 
Policies, Acts, Schemes 

Reasons for 
immigrating 

 
Migrant experiences  

in Australia 

Places and modes  
of travel 

People and groups 

1. What were the policies, acts and 
schemes that encouraged or 
prevented people immigrating to 
Australia? 

2. Who created these policies? 
3. Why were these policies, acts or 

schemes created? 
4. How did they effect Australia’s 

population at the time? 
 

1. Who were the people who 
immigrated to Australia? 

2. Where did they come from? 
 

1. Why did Australia control who 
could and couldn’t immigrate to 
Australia? 

2. What key events in history 
encouraged people to immigrate 
to Australia? 

3. When did Australia implement 
campaigns to encourage 
immigration? 

1. Why did/do people immigrate to 
Australia? 

2. Do they stay in Australia? 
3. Where do they call home?  
 

 
 

1. How do migrants adapt to living 
in Australia? 

2. Have they encountered 
difficulties with language, 
education, employment, 
finances, et cetera? 

3. What were their first impressions 
of Australia? 

4. How do they feel about living in 
Australia? 

1. What countries do people 
immigrate to Australia from? 

2. How did they travel to Australia? 
3. How did they choose which part 

of Australia they would 
immigrate to? 
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Resource 12
Six Thinking H

ats – Edw
ard D

e bono 
As a fram

ework for your thinking, list your ideas, thoughts and questions on the topic of Australian 
im

m
igration.  

Use the questions provided to get you started. 
Add som

e of your great ideas to the class Six Thinking Hats chart. 
Continue to add to both this organiser and the class chart throughout the unit. 

 

 
The Facts 

W
hat are the 

facts? 
W

hat inform
ation 

do you now 
have? 
W

hat inform
ation 

do I need to find 
out? 
  

 

 

 
Feelings  

How do I feel? 
W

hat do I like 
about these 
feelings? 
W

hat do I not like 
about these 
feelings? 

 

 
Negatives 

W
hat problem

s 
could have 
arisen? 
W

hat were the 
disadvantages? 

 

Positives 

W
hy is this a 

good idea? 
W

hat are the 
advantages?  

 

 
Creativity 

W
hat new ideas 

are possible? 
W

hat is m
y 

suggestion? 
How could the 
situation be 
changed or 
im

proved? 

 

 
The Big 
Picture 

W
hat thinking is 

needed in 
regards to the 
different 
perspectives? 
W

here are we 
now in our 
approach as a 
country? 
W

hat do we need 
to do next? 

 

The Six Thinking Hats as a system
atic thinking strategy was devised by Edward de Bono in 1985. 

deBono, Edward (1985), Six Thinking H
ats: An Essential Approach to Business M

anagem
ent, Little, Brown, 

& Com
pany 

For further inform
ation, see http://educ-reality.com

/edward-de-bonos-six-hats/ 

History in the M
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Resource 13

Six Thinking H
ats Resource 

 
 

W
hite H

at - Seeking inform
ation 

W
hat facts do w

e know
 about im

m
igration to 

Australia?  
W

hat inform
ation do I have? 

W
hat inform

ation do I need to find out? 
W

here can I find this inform
ation? 

 Yellow
 H

at – Identifying positives and 
benefits 
W

hy is this a good idea? 
W

hat are the advantages? 
 Black H

at – Identifying problem
s and barriers 

W
hat problem

s could arise? 
W

hat are the disadvantages? 
  Red H

at – Identifying and expressing feelings 
and em

otions 
How

 do I feel about this topic? 
W

hat do I like about these feelings? 
W

hat do I not like about these feelings? 
 G

reen H
at – G

enerating alternative ideas or 
solutions 
W

hat new
 ideas are possible? 

W
hat is m

y suggestion? 
How

 can this be changed or im
proved? 

 Blue H
at – Planning – G

oals and O
bjectives 

W
hat thinking is needed? 

W
here are w

e now
? 

W
hat do w

e need to do next? 
 

The Six Thinking Hats as a system
atic thinking strategy w

as devised by Edw
ard de Bono in 

1985. 
deBono, Edw

ard (1985), Six Thinking Hats: A
n Essential Approach to Business M

anagem
ent, 

Little, Brow
n, &

 Com
pany 

For further inform
ation, see http://educ-reality.com

/edw
ard-de-bonos-six-hats/ 
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Resource 14

          Poster analysis 
 
 
 

What persuasive features have been used on this poster to encourage people to 
immigrate to Australia? Describe and discuss key features, detailing how each feature 
persuades through the use of colour, image and use of language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Australian Government poster issued by the 
Overseas Settlement Office to attract immigrants 
(1928). 



Resource 15

W
hite A

ustralia Policy Teacher R
esource 

 
W

hite A
ustralia Policy 

D
iscuss the ‘W

hite A
ustralia’ policy, w

hich is introduced in H
istory units focusing on Federation. 

This policy introduced the use of the D
ictation Test: a passage of 50 w

ords in any European 
language as directed by the officer. In 1902 – 1903 the D

ictation test w
as given 805 tim

es (only 46 
people passed). In 1904-1909 it w

as given 554 tim
es (6 people passed). N

o one passed the test after 
1909.  
  Im

m
igration Restriction A

ct 1901 (com
m

only know
n as the W

hite A
ustralia Policy) 

http://w
w

w
.naa.gov.au/collection/a-z/im

m
igration-restriction-act.aspx 

 N
ational M

useum
 of A

ustralia – ‘A
 W

alk through W
hite A

ustralia’ 
http://w

w
w

.nm
a.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/19322/W

hite_A
ustralia_colour.pdf 

 W
hite A

ustralia 
http://tenpoundpom

.com
/pages.php?pageid=102 

  C
lass discussion on key questions such as…

 
W

hat w
as the W

hite A
ustralia policy? 

W
hat does it m

ean? 
W

hy did it exist? 
W

ho w
as it directed against? 

H
ow

 w
as this policy justified? 

W
ho criticised it and w

hy? 
W

as this policy effective? 
H

ow
 did this im

pact A
ustralian society? 

H
ow

 did it change over tim
e? 

 
   

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                Im
m

igration Restriction A
ct 1901 

 
http://vrroom

.naa.gov.au/records/?ID
=19096 

 

Certificate Exem
pting from

 D
ictation Test 

http://vrroom
.naa.gov.au/records/?ID

=80243 
 

History in the M
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Resource 16

Sam
ple classroom

 tim
elines 

 
Prepare a class/group tim

eline to illustrate significant events, policies, acts and 
schem

es that shaped A
ustralian im

m
igration from

 Federation to present.  
 A

dd progressively to the tim
eline throughout this inquiry. 

 Exam
ples: 

                               
History in the Making AISWA/HTAV resource project.

Please refer to AISWA Disclaimer and Copyright statement.



Resource 17

 
PCQ chart: Immigration policies, acts and schemes 

 
Outline the pros and cons of the immigration policies, acts and schemes that were implemented by the Australian government from the time of Federation until 

now. Form questions to further inquire and apply objectivity and perspective when considering proposals, ideas and suggestions. 
 
 
 
 

Pros Cons Questions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
  

History in the Making AISWA/HTAV resource project.
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Resource 18
 

T-C
hart  

Reflect on the stories you have read and listened to about child m
igrants during the 20

th century. C
onsider the 

advantages and disadvantages of being a child m
igrant during the 1900s and com

plete the T-chart below
.  

 

 
Advantages 

 

 
D

isadvantages 
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Resource 19
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Im
m

ig
r

a
n

t In
te

r
v

ie
w

 T
a

sk
 

C
o

n
d

u
ct an

 in
terv

iew
 w

ith
 so

m
eo

n
e ab

o
u

t th
eir im

m
ig

ratio
n

 
sto

ry
. T

h
is m

ay
 b

e a fam
ily

 m
em

b
er o

r relativ
e, a frien

d
, 

n
eig

h
b

o
u

r, stu
d

en
t o

r a teach
er in

 th
e sch

o
o

l. 

C
reate a list o

f q
u

estio
n

s to
 ask

 th
e p

erso
n

 y
o

u
 in

terv
iew

. U
se 

th
e p

ro
m

p
t sh

eet to
 h

elp
 y

o
u

 create o
p

en
 q

u
estio

n
s o

n
 a v

ariety
 

o
f to

p
ics. T

h
is w

ill b
e co

m
p

leted
 at sch

o
o

l. 

In
terv

iew
s n

eed
 to

 b
e co

n
d

u
cted

 b
y

 ___________________. U
se an

 
electro

n
ic d

ev
ice su

ch
 as y

o
u

r iP
o

d
, iP

h
o

n
e o

r iP
ad

 to
 reco

rd
 

y
o

u
r in

terv
iew

 w
ith

 th
e p

erso
n

. 

C
o

llect p
h

o
to

s o
f th

e p
erso

n
 y

o
u

 in
terv

iew
ed

 th
at v

isu
ally

 tell 
u

s ab
o

u
t y

o
u

r selected
 p

erso
n

. T
h

ese w
ill b

e u
sed

 to
 co

m
p

lim
en

t 
th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 y

o
u

 h
av

e so
 y

o
u

 can
 tell th

eir sto
ry

. 

P
h

o
to

s can
 b

e b
ro

u
g
h

t in
 an

d
 scan

n
ed

; altern
ativ

ely
 th

ey
 can

 b
e 

scan
n

ed
 at h

o
m

e an
d

 em
ailed

 to
 y

o
u

r stu
d

en
t em

ail acco
u

n
t fo

r 
u

se h
ere at sch

o
o

l.  

T
h

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 fro

m
 y

o
u

r in
terv

iew
 tells th

e sto
ry

 o
f y

o
u

r 
ch

o
sen

 p
erso

n
’s im

m
ig

ratio
n

 to
 A

u
stralia. W

rite th
eir sto

ry
 in

to
 

a P
u

b
lish

er d
o

cu
m

en
t fro

m
 y

o
u

r reco
rd

ed
 v

ersio
n

 an
d

 in
clu

d
e 

th
e p

h
o

to
s th

at y
o

u
 co

llect. T
h

e w
ritten

 p
iece w

ill b
e co

m
p

leted
 

at sch
o

o
l ______________. 

    



Resource 20
Im

m
igrant Interview

 Q
uestions 

Think about som
e of the questions you w

ould ask people w
ho have left their 

ow
n countries to com

e and live in Australia. 
Think about topics such as: 
◊   Reasons for leaving their ow

n country 
◊   Fam

ily - here and there 
◊   The journey 
◊   First im

pressions 
◊   D

ifficulties w
hen arrived in A

ustralia 
◊   M

issing the old country 
 

◊   Language 
◊   W

orking in old country / w
orking in A

ustralia 
◊   Leaving friends / m

aking new
 friends 

◊   G
oing back to the old country 

◊   W
here is ‘hom

e’? 
◊   M

aintaining traditions 
  W

hen interview
ing people you m

ust ask “open” questions - that is, questions 
w

hich require detailed responses. If your question can be answ
ered w

ith a 
yes, no or single w

ord, it is not an open question.  
C

onsider: 
CLO

SED Q
UESTIO

N: 
 

Do you m
iss your old country? 

  O
PEN Q

UESTIO
N:  

W
hat do you m

iss about your old country? 
  O

PEN Q
UESTIO

N:  
W

hat do you not m
iss about your old Country? 

  CLO
SED Q

UESTIO
N: 

 
Are you glad you left the old country? 

  O
PEN Q

UESTIO
N:  

W
hy are you glad you left your old country?   
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Resource 21
Compare and Contrast 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Complete the Venn diagram to compare and contrast (identify the similarities and differences) between the different types of ships that 
transported immigrants from a range of countries in the 1900s.  

History in the Making AISWA/HTAV resource project.
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Resource 22

History in the Making AISWA/HTAV resource project.
Please refer to AISWA Disclaimer and Copyright statement.

M
y Suitcase…

M
y Story 

Task: You are m
oving to a new

 country to live. You are only allow
ed to take one 

suitcase w
ith you. W

hat w
ould you take w

ith you? W
hat w

ould you leave behind? 
Create a suitcase and include item

s that you w
ould take w

ith you. These item
s 

w
ould be special to you and reflect your history or heritage and tell your story. 

 Ideas of item
s to include…

 

Photos 

Draw
ings 

Keepsakes 

Souvenirs 

Little flags 

Little m
odels 

 W
rite about: 

-W
ho you are 

-W
here you are from

 

-W
here your fam

ily m
em

bers are from
 (im

m
ediate fam

ily and m
aternal/paternal 

grandparents) 

-Have you gone back or to w
here your fam

ily is from
? 

-The item
s you have chosen to include in your suitcase. 

 -W
hen w

riting about the item
s you have chosen think about: 

- 
W

hat is this item
 you have chosen to include? 

- 
W

hy did you choose this particular item
? 

- 
W

hy is this item
 special to you? 

- 
W

hat particular m
em

ories does this item
 rem

ind you of? 
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Resource 23
       

 

Fam
ily Tree Task 

  
Your task is to create your ow

n fam
ily tree. 

  

This w
ill be com

pleted at hom
e. 

  

The purpose of this task is to give you a clear idea 
about your fam

ily and your origins. This is very 
closely linked to your study of im

m
igration to 

Australia and the im
portance of fam

ily. 

 

You m
ust include four generations of your fam

ily - 
yourself and siblings; parents; grandparents and 

great-grandparents. 

  

For each person you m
ust include: 

♦
 N
am
e 

♦
 D

ate of Birth 

♦
 D

ate of D
eath (if applicable) 

♦
 Place of Birth 

  Your fam
ily tree m

ust be A
4 sized. You can use the 

com
puter to create your fam

ily tree or you can hand 
design  / draw

 it. 

 

Be creative, have fun and enjoy finding out all about 
your fam

ily. 

 

Use the exam
ples on the left for inspiration. 

  

 



Resource 24

Brainstorm – Mind Map 
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